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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and /or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.3.12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. The following claim has been amended upon agreement by applicant during a 
telephone conversation with Mr. Reginald D. Lucas on 05/31/2007. 

Amendments to claim 7: 

Claim 1 (Original): 

A data file system, comprising: 

a plurality of data access nodes which access data which the data access nodes 
are responsible for accessing respectively; 
and a brain node having: 

an association table management section which manages an association table 
which describes an association between node IDs for discriminating among the 
plurality of data access nodes and data IDs each for identifying data which a data 
access node identified by a node ID is capable of accessing; 

a request reception section which receives a data access request from a client; 
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a node search section which refers to the association table to search for a data 
access node which is capable of accessing the data for which the data access request 
is intended; 

and a request transmission section which transmits the data access request to 
the data access node which is capable of accessing the data for which the data access 
request is intended, wherein each of the plurality of data access nodes has: 

a request reception section which receives the data access request transmitted 
from the brain node; 

a data access section which accesses the data designated by the data access 
request received at the request reception section of each of the data access nodes; 

and a result transmission section which transmits the result of the data access by 
the data access section to the client which has made the data access request. 

Claim 2 (Original): 

. The data file system according to claim 1 , wherein the association table 
management section manages an association table that describes an association 
between the node IDs and protocol IDs each for identifying an access protocol used by 
a data access node identified by a node ID in addition to the association between the 
node IDs and the data IDs, and if the data access request received by the request 
reception section is a request to create a new data file, the request transmission 
section transmits the data access request to a data access node that uses an access 
protocol suitable for the protocol of the data access request. 
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Claim 3 -6 has been canceled. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): 
A brain program storage medium:: 

storing a brain program which runs on an information processing device allowing 
a program to run and makes the information processing device operate as a brain node 
which is connected to a plurality of data access nodes which access data which the 
data access nodes are responsible for: 

accessing respectively and transmits a data access request to a data access 
node of the plurality of data access nodes which is responsible for accessing a desired 
data, wherein the brain program makes the information processing device operate as a 
brain node having: 

an association table management section which manages an association table 
which describes an association between node IDs for discriminating among the 
plurality of data access nodes and data IDs each for identifying data which a data 
access node identified by a node ID is capable of accessing; 

a request reception section which receives a data access request from a client; 

a node search section which refers to the association table to search for a data 
access node which is capable of accessing the data for which the data access request 
is intended; 
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and a request transmission section which transmits the data access request to 
the data access node which is capable of accessing the data for which the data access 
request is intended. 

Claim 8 (Original): 

The brain program storage medium according to claim 7, wherein the association 
table management section manages an association table that describes an association 
between the node IDs and protocol IDs each for identifying an access protocol used by 
a data access node identified by a node ID in addition to the association between the 
node IDs and the data IDs, and if the data access request received by the request 
reception section is a request to create a new data file, the request transmission 
section transmits the data access request to a data access node that uses an access 
protocol suitable for the protocol of the data access request. 

3. The Examiner's amendment has been made in order to place the application in a 
condition for allowance. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

Claims 1 , and 7 are considered allowable since the prior made of record and 
considered pertinent to the applicant's disclosure does not teach or suggest the 
claimed limitations. Yuasa (U.S. 2003/0090502) do not teach the claimed invention 
having a data file system, comprising: a plurality of data access nodes which access 
data which the data access nodes are responsible for accessing respectively; a brain 
node having a node search section which refers to the association table to search for a 
data access node which capable of accessing the data for which the data access 
request is intended with a combination of all recitations as defined in claims 1 and 7. 

Therefore, claims 1-2, and 7-8 are presently allowed. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Inquiry 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh V. Ho whose telephone number is 571 272 8583. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Binh V Ho 
Examiner 
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